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ATTENDING  
Mayor Don Clarke, Chair 
Deputy Mayor Mike Trinacty 
Councillor Ty Walsh 
Councillor Derrick Jamieson 
Councillor Adam Lutz 
Councillor Chris Goddard 
Councillor Rod Reeves 
Jen Boyd, Chief Administrative Officer 
Chrystal Fuller, Brighter Communities Planning & Consulting 
 
In Attendance: 23 members of the public 
  
  
1. CALL TO ORDER  
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm 
 
2. PUBLIC HEARING 

 
a) Overview of the Proposal 

Ms. Fuller reviewed the proposal from Kent Field Estates to enter into a 
development agreement with the Town for a 72 unit grouped dwelling at 228 Main 
Street. 
 

b) Public Input 
Melvin Hart, 10 Autumn Drive 

• Wondering about EV charging stations on site  
 
Ms. Fuller responded that EV chargers are not part of the development agreement, 
and the Town does not have a policy requiring EV chargers; however, the developer 
may choose to install them. 
 
Jonathan Visca, 226 Main Street 

• Traffic concerns at Main/Commercial Street intersection 
• Wondering if the main entrance to the development could be on Commercial 

Street by Fire Hall.  This would alleviate the traffic concerns at the 4-way 
intersection as well as traffic on Main Street 

• Concerned about the ponds that are shown on the site plan if they well be 
self-draining and not leave stagnant water. 

• Requirement for privacy hedging for neighboring properties 
 
Ms. Fuller responded that the land frontage for the development is off Main Street.  
Regarding the traffic concerns, the traffic authority determined that a traffic study 
was not required.  CAO Boyd mentioned that there is a proposal for next fiscal year 
to do a traffic study for the entire Town.  There are landscaping requirements as 
part of the development agreement.  
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Scott Yetman, Main Street 
• Would like to see evergreens planted as part of the landscaping 

requirements. 
• Rules for ponds being so close to the wetlands and if there is a buffer zone. 
• Concerns about the use of historical data when the stormwater study was 

done. 
• Concerns about the noise from use of the Fire Department alarm system 

during all hours in an emergency and the close proximity to the 
development. 

• Feels the traffic study proposed for next fiscal year does not address the 
immediate concerns with this development. 

 
Ms. Fuller responded that the ponds are not altering the wetlands and the applicant 
must meet the provincial requirements for the setback from wetlands.   
 
George Russell, 224 Main Street 

• Concerned about the depth of the storm water ponds and diverting the water 
away from the neighboring properties.   

• Any compensation for properties if the plan fails and floods basements  
 
Ms. Fuller responded that the engineers have reviewed the stormwater 
management plan and meets all Town and Provincial standards.  The Town ensures 
that the stormwater management plan is adhered to as part of the development 
agreement and does not get involved in civil matters between neighbour to 
neighbour. 
 
Kelly Branton, 231 Main Street 

• Concerns about the displacement of the water with the increase in elevation 
and if it has been addressed in the stormwater management plan. 

• Infrastructure such as sidewalks at the development site is at the developer's 
discretion and will they be to Town standards. 

• Emergency egress with one entrance and exit into the development.   
  
Pat Bonner, 148 Lawrence Avenue 

• Concerns with traffic and emergency services  
• No sidewalks to Commercial Street 
• Flooding issues 
• Additional trash near the waterways 
• Sewage capacity 

 
Ms. Fuller responded that the Town has studied the sewage treatment plant's 
capacity, and the necessary upgrades are underway to address the effluent issues 
and should take a couple of years to complete pending government funding.  CAO 
Boyd pointed out that there is not a concern with the amount of residential waste 
going into the system, the issue is the industrial waste and treatment, and the 
Town is working with Eden Valley to address this. 
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Angela Christie, 218 Main Street 
• Interested in seeing a detailed stormwater plan that addresses the flooding, 

compensation or fixing her property where she is at the lowest point. 
• Property value will decrease because of development. 
• Stormwater management plan posted on website and social media before 

this matter goes to second reading. 
 
John Maceachern, 236 Main Street 

• Concerned the development being built in a low laying area that will be 
raised will put the surrounding homes at risk of flooding. 

• His home is one of the older homes in Berwick and to his knowledge the 
basement has not seen any flood waters but concerned that with 
development could change that – not only with water but with sewage. 

• Traffic, volume and noise  
 
Dan Fell, 220 Main Street 

• Wondering if wetlands are included in the stormwater management plan 
 
Ms. Fuller responded stating that there is very little alternation to the current 
wetlands.  The intention of a stormwater management plan is to manage 
everything on site to produce a net zero result.  The stormwater management plan 
will be posted to the website. 
 

c. Written Submissions 
Michael Newman, Christine Neilson, Ian Manning, Jennifer West, and John Brazner 
provided written submissions which are attached.   
 

d. Input from Applicant 
Dale Whynot, Kent Field Estates, commented that they have listened to all the 
comments and concerns from previous meetings and addressed those concerns 
through the development of the stormwater plan.  They feel confident that once the 
development is complete it will not exceed what it is doing now regarding drainage.   
The developer has projects in several communities throughout the province 
including ones already in Berwick and they strive to be good neighbours.  He feels 
this development is good for Berwick and its tax base. Berwick has excellent 
services for its residents and feels if there isn’t an increase in the tax base, services 
are either lost or the expense passed on to the taxpayer.  They are very hands on 
and have well-kept buildings with the garbage managed onsite as well as onsite 
supervisors. Mr. Whynot also commented that they put the infrastructure in for 
electric chargers and if the need arises, they would be installed.  
 
 
 
There will be a supplementary report going to Council after the public hearing and 
the Town Engineer will be at the Council meeting.  Second reading will take place at 
the regular council meeting on Tuesday, November 14th.  
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3. ADJOURNMENT 
IT WAS REGULARLY MOVED AND SECONDED THAT THE REGULAR MEETING 
BE ADJOURED AT 7:49 pm. 
 
 
Approved by Town Council November 14, 2023 
 
As recorded by Krista Longmire, Planning & Bylaw Administrative Coordinator 
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